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SENATE BI LL 6886

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Prentice, Franklin and Kohl-Wlles

Read first time 02/03/2006. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to bilingual voting assistance; reenacting and
amendi ng RCW 29A.44.240; and adding a new section to chapter 29A 04
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall provide bilingual voting registration
forms, ballots, and all voting materials for any |anguage group that
nmeets the followng criteria:

(a)(i) More than three and three-fourths percent of the voting-age
citizens in a county belong to a single |language mnority conmunity and
have limted English abilities; or

(ii) More than seven thousand five hundred voting-age citizens in
a county belong to a single |anguage community and have limted English
abilities; and

(b) The illiteracy rate of the citizens in the |anguage group is
hi gher than the national illiteracy rate.

(2) If nore than three percent of the voting-age population in a

p. 1 SB 6886



a b~ WO N

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

given county speak a common native |anguage other than English, the
county nust recruit staff nmenbers and poll workers who are fluent in
that native | anguage and in English to assist with el ections.

(3) The percentage requirements of this section nust be based on
information contained in the nost recent United States census.

Sec. 2. RCW29A 44.240 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1123 and 2003 c 53 s 180
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Voting shall be secret except to the extent necessary to assi st
sensory or physically disabled voters, or voters who require
transl ation.

(2) If any voter declares in the presence of the election officers
t hat because of sensory or physical disability or a | anguage barrier he
or she is unable to register or record his or her vote, he or she may
designate a person of his or her choice or two election officers from
opposite political parties to enter the voting machi ne booth with him
or her and record his or her vote as he or she directs. If a voter
cannot speak English, he or she may use an interpreter to comrunicate
with election officials.

(3) A person violating this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

~-- END ---
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